
Excellent Supply Chain Management
solutions come at a prize.

Win it.

Supply Chain 
awardS
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The events at a glance
Event language: English

Supply Chain 
awardS

Learn more 
>  about the application process and the application criteria
>  on the special features of the Supply Chain Awards, i.e. the  

Supply Chain Management Award and the Smart Solution Award
>  on the concrete benefits of an application for your company

>  Exclusive meeting of the Supply Chain Awards Community
>  Personal exchange at top level (selected group of participants)
>  First-class location in the center of Frankfurt, incl. catering

Program highlights:
>  Live finalist pitches and awards ceremony in the evening  

followed by a get-together
>  Panel discussion and working sessions on current topics
>  Keynote speech, laudators and other exciting agenda items

Tue, 14 November 2023
Tower 185 in Frankfurt 

Meeting of the  
Supply Chain Awards Community

Application Phase Kick-Off

Join the  
community now  

and get exclusive 
access to the  

event

Finalist pitches and award ceremony

Did you  
miss the kick-off  

for the  
application phase?  

Then click here and  
get to the recording  

of the event

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CnHrtOxuEhM
https://supply-chain-awards.com/en/supply-chain-awards-community-joining


The best supply chain 2023!

Supply chain management is one of the outstanding success factors for companies in industry, trade 
and the service sector. The Supply Chain Awards – i.e. the Supply Chain Management Award and the 
Smart Solution Award – focus on the paths companies should take when designing and managing 
supply chains. 

In 2023, for the 18th time, we will be presenting the Supply Chain Management Award to 
 companies with outstanding value chains that have optimized their supply chains in a consistent or 
exceptional way. The examples of award winners from previous years, which are listed separately on 
pages 8 and 9, demonstrate how creative and diverse companies are in their approach. 

In these times of powerful algorithms and Big Data applications in the supply chain sector, we will 
once again be presenting – alongside the established Supply Chain Management Award for the 
best solution in design and implementation – the Smart Solution Award for particularly innovative, 
forward-looking supply chain solutions. 

Many outstanding and award-worthy applications reach us every year. The selection of the award 
winners will certainly not be easy for the top-class jury in 2023. 

The winners of the Supply Chain Management Award and the Smart Solution Award will be 
announced at the Supply Chain Awards 2023 ceremony in Frankfurt on November 14.

Apply by 14 July 2023

We are looking forward to your application and the exchange with you!

Stefan Schrauf
Global Supply Chain and  
EMEA Operations Lead,

PwC Management Consulting

Matthias Pieringer
Editor-in-Chief LOGISTIK HEUTE,

HUSS-VERLAG GmbH
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WANTED: 
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Hallmarks of excellence in value chains

•	 	The	performance	and	efficiency	of	your	value	chain	are	exemplary	for	your	industry?	

•	 	You	have	been	able	to	achieve	a	significant	competitive	advantage	through	successful	globalization	
and/or	digitalization	of	your	supply	chain?	

•	 	You	have	developed	an	innovative	solution	that	fundamentally	changes	your	industry?

Then	apply	now	for	the	Supply	Chain	Awards	2023!

The Supply Chain Awards are presented by the trade magazine LOGISTIK HEUTE from the Munich-based  
 HUSS-VERLAG as well as Strategy& and PwC.

Even	though	there	can	only	be	one	winner,	 
everyone	benefits	from	the	competition.

•	 	Draw	valuable	tips	for	the	further	development	of	your	own	supply	chain	from	the	application	process.

•	 	Take	the	opportunity	and	present	your	solution	as	a	finalist	in	front	of	an	expert	audience.

•	 	As	the	winner	of	the	Supply	Chain	Awards,	you	will	benefit	from	a	high	level	of	attention	from	the	professional	
public.

•	 	Give	your	supply	chain	projects	a	higher	profile	within	your	company.

•	 Take	advantage	of	the	numerous	positive	effects	with	customers	and	suppliers	and	as	an	employer.

supply-chain-awards.com

Supply Chain ManageMent award
For	the	18th	time,	the	Supply	Chain	Management	Award	
recognises	 	 companies	with	outstanding	value	chains	
–	companies	that	have		optimized	their	supply	chain	in	
a	consistent	or	exceptional	way.	The	award		recognises	
solutions	that	contribute	to	improving		competitiveness	
and	are		groundbreaking	for	other	companies.

SMart Solution award
The	 Smart	 Solution	 Award,	 presented	 for	 the	
first	time	in	2018,	honors		particularly	innovative	
concepts that are still in the early stages of  imple-
mentation.	This	award	values	solutions	that	have	
the potential to fundamentally change traditional 
value	chains	in	the	future.
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• 	Applications are open to companies from all industries	

• 	We also welcome partnership applications from companies that are linked by a first-class 
network or have developed exemplary supply chain solutions across companies	

• 	Your company must be based in Europe

What are the criteria for the evaluation?

The jury will judge all incoming applications on the basis of the same three dimensions:

• 	Overall concept of the supply chain solution

• Organizational anchoring and realization of changes and results

• Innovativeness

For the Supply Chain Management Award, the jury focuses on the anchoring of the developed solution 
in the company, the realization of proven results and improvements as well as the disruptive character for 
the respective industry.

For the Smart Solution Award, the jury considers the alignment of the solution with the overall vision of 
the company, the proven added value for the end user as well as the disruptive effect.

What is the selection process?

The selection process is structured in several stages:

• 	In the first application round, companies present their supply chain solutions in writing using suitable 
documents, regardless of whether a solution qualifies for the Supply Chain Management Award or the Smart 
Solution Award.

The application deadline is 14 July, 2023. 
There are no application fees.

• 	From these applications, the best candidates will be selected for the two awards and assessed in the second 
round under the guidance of the supply chain experts from Strategy& and PwC, either on-site or digitally. In 
an (online) audit, candidates are given the opportunity to present their achievements in detail.

• The most convincing candidates from this round will advance to the final and will be invited to present their 
concepts online live in front of event participants and jury members on 14 November 2023.

• The solutions will then be discussed intensively among the jury. Based on all available information and 
impressions, the independent jury of experts will select the winners.

• The winners will be awarded at the prize-giving ceremony on 14 November 2023.

supply-chain-awards.com 5

THE APPLICATION PROCESS
Who can apply?



Jan Axt 
Vice President Automotive SCM –
Strategy & Innovation
Automotive Technologies
Continental

Armin Breitner
Corporate Logistics
Adolf Würth GmbH & Co. KG

Ralf Busche
Senior Vice President  
European Site Logistics Operations
BASF SE

Dr. Gregor Dudek 
Senior Vice President  
Supply Chain Management 
Electrolux Europe

Johannes Giloth
Chief Operating Officer
GEA Group

Kerstin Gliniorz
VP, 1ADM Global Supply Chain and  
Operations Business lead
ADM WILD Europe GmbH & Co. KG

Prof. Dr. Michael Henke
Director
Fraunhofer-Institut für  
Materialfluss und Logistik (IML)

Ilse Henne 
Member of the Executive Board and   
Chief Transformation Officer  
thyssenkrupp Materials Services

Michael Kadow
Managing Director
House of Logistics & Mobility  
(HOLM) GmbH

Douglas Kent
Executive Vice President,
Association for Supply Chain  
Management (ASCM)

Matthias Pieringer
Editor-in-Chief    
LOGISTIK HEUTE
HUSS-VERLAG GmbH

Stefan Schrauf
Global Supply Chain and  
EMEA Operations Lead
PwC Management Consulting 

Dr. Patric Spethmann
Chief Operating Officer
Marc O‘Polo AG 

Patron of the Supply Chain Awards 2023
Oliver Luksic MdB
 Parliamentary State Secretary to the  
Federal Minister for Digital Affairs and Transport

THE JURY OF EXPERTS 
A high-caliber expert jury of representatives from industry, science,  

consulting and trade media will decide on the applications.

supply-chain-awards.com6



Exclusive meeting of the Supply Chain Awards community

AND AWARDS CEREMONY 
FINALIST PITCHES 

The finalist pitches and the presentation of the Supply Chain 
Awards are undisputedly the highlight of the annual race for the 

best solutions in supply chain management. However, there is much 
more to this event than just celebrating the awards. 

November 14, 2023 is a must-attend date in the calendar of 
every top decision-maker, because this is when the supply 
chain community meets exclusively in Frankfurt. Exclusive 
because access is reserved for a selected group of participants. 

The Supply Chain Awards are, of course, the stars of the show. 
In exciting live pitches, the finalists present their concepts to 
the audience and the jury. Event attendees can also vote live 

– the audience votes for the Supply Chain 
Management Award and for the Smart Solution Award 
will each be included in the jury vote. A panel discussion 
and interactive working sessions on current topics will 
also ensure an intensive exchange between participants. 
Finally, at the awards ceremony on the 
evening of November 14, the winners 
will be honored for their award-winning 
concepts. Further program items such 
as an exciting keynote speech, lauda-

tory speeches as well as a informal get-together following 
the award ceremony round off the agenda.

Would you also like to take part in the event? Then become 
part of the Supply Chain Awards Community and get exclusive 

access to the event. Simply click here and apply to join the 
community free of charge. 
After your details have been checked, you will receive 
feedback on the status of your request. 
Please note that places are 
limited and in case of a fully 
booked event, the interested 
party list will be used.

supply-chain-awards.com 7
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AWARD-WINNING SOLUTIONS
As different as the award-winning approaches are,  

they have one thing in common: They are exemplary for other companies 
and contribute to improving competitiveness.

When judging the entries, the jury is particularly interested in the exemplary impetus given by the submitted 
solution. In the case of the Supply Chain Management Award, the documented improvement to which the 
solution has contributed is also important.  

WINNER OF THE SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT AWARD 2022

Becoming more efficient, sustainable and resilient - this was 
the objective of NextGen European Distribution Network. 
With this project, Knorr-Bremse has made the European 
logistics network of its Rail Vehicle Systems division fit for the 
future. The results speak for themselves:
A 15 percent reduction in logistics costs, a significant 
reduction in CO2 emissions thanks to 20 percent fewer tonne-
kilometers driven, and an increase in logistics speed and 
flexibility vis-à-vis customers.

Thomas Rappl, Vice President Supply Chain & Service Operations at Knorr-Bremse Systeme für Schienen-
fahrzeuge GmbH: "We would like to thank the jury and the audience at this year's Supply Chain Awards for 
their recognition of our NextGen European Distribution Network. This major project is an essential step in 
strengthening and developing our logistics and supply chains in Europe. We are proud to be able to contribute 
to further strengthening Knorr-Bremse's position and increasing speed, flexibility and quality for our 
customers with the improvements and optimizations achieved. [...]" 

WINNER OF THE	SMArt	SOLUtION	AWArDS	2022

Founded in 2018, road transport startup Trucksters cuts 
transit times by up to 50 percent and offers cost savings of 
20 percent by using a relay system between truck drivers 
based on Big Data and artificial intelligence. Specializing in 
long hauls, Trucksters minimizes the risk of cargo theft by 
never idling goods and allows drivers to sleep more nights 
at home by traveling shorter distances. This is made 
possible by the relays and "corridors" that work in a similar 
way to airlines.

Luis Bardají, CEO and Co-Founder of Trucksters, on winning the 2022 Smart Solution Award:
"We are very happy to win this important award for the industry. [...] I would like to thank the jury and the 
organizers and also congratulate the other finalists. This award is a great incentive for our goal of making 
road transport more efficient and humane, because for us technology is the means to improve people's lives."

supply-chain-awards.com8



CHRONICLE OF THE WINNER
Other Supply Chain Management Award winners

2021  helloFresh awarded for optimizing its packaging and related processes through the use of 
data analytics

Other winners of the	Smart	Solution	Awards

2021  fulfillmenttools  awarded for its modular, cloud-based software solutions

2020  Schubert Additive Solutions awarded for its 3D parts on demand, which the company

supply-chain-awards.com 9

2020  electrolux awarded for the transformation of the supply chain towards increased customer 
 orientation

2019   Continental awarded for the supply chain vision “Fast Forward 2030” of the automotive 
group

2018   CeMeX deutschland AG awarded for an integrated solution for the purchase-to-pay  
process (P2P)

2017  GRIeS deco (dePoT) awarded for a cloud-based supply chain solution that combines 
automation and material flow transparency into an efficient whole 

2016  PeRI GmbH awarded for the development of a global planning process including a software 
tool to increase material flow transparency in the project “Closed Loop Supply Chain” 

2015  Nokia Networks awarded for sustainable turnaround through holistic supply chain solution 
with focus on growth, agility, cost management, flexibility and productivity in production as 
well as delivery capability

2014  GF Piping Systems awarded for the innovative end-to-end supply chain solution with which 
the company has gained strategic competitive advantages

2013   AdVA optical Networking Se awarded for fiber-based transmission technology for highly 
flexible end-to-end supply chain solution based on a global Supply Chain Strategy

2012  Infineon Technologies AG awarded for an end-to-end supply chain solution that has given 
the company strategic advantages in the highly complex semiconductor logistics sector 

2011  BASF Se awarded for a cross-divisional and cross-functional transformation project 
that  differentiated key business processes and fundamentally renewed and harmonized 
 operational  structures

2010  BMW Group, Motorbike division awarded for the development of a supplier  
 risk management system as part of an integrated and fully  collaborative supplier  
management system 

2009  Henkel, Laundry & Home Care business unit awarded for the successful global 
 restructuring of its supply chain as part of a holistic approach to complexity management

2008  uncoated Fine Paper, Mondi europe & International awarded for the implementation 
of a holistic and transparent end-to-end supply chain architecture

2007  Gerätewerk erlangen, Siemens AG Industry Sector awarded for a comprehensive, 
 high-performance and at the same time very customer-oriented supply chain alignment

2006  Siemens AG, electronic Assembly Systems division awarded for the fundamental 
global transformation of processes, organizational structures and working time models, while 
at the same time ensuring high quality and delivery reliability

offers via the part streaming platform Partbox

2019 parcelLab awarded for improving the customer experience in the postal check-out process 

2018  InstaFreight awarded for an outstanding implementation of a supply chain solution that 
brings the entire customer interaction from order to delivery to payment onto one platform



February 2023 Start of the application phase
Companies that have optimized their supply chain in a consistent or innovative way can apply for the Supply Chain Awards.  

Request your application documents at www.supply-chain-awards.com!

14 February 2023 Kick-off for the application phase
Just in time for the start of the application phase, the online seminar “Application Phase Kick-Off” provides information on the 

individual steps of the application process. The special features of the Supply Chain Awards will be highlighted. In addition,  the 
hosts explain the concrete benefits of participation and present the various evaluation criteria. Event language: English

The seminar will be available free of charge in the LogiMAT.digital media library after it has been broadcast.
Simply register at https://logimat.digital/

20 June 2023  LOGIStIK	HEUtE-Forum 	„Best	Practices in	Logistics and	SCM	2023“	
In addition to presentations on current success stories in logistics and supply chain management, participants will have the 

opportunity to exchange ideas and experiences as well as to actively participate in the event and deepen their knowledge. The 
forum will take place at PwC Germany in Frankfurt am Main. For more information click here.

14 July 2023 Application deadline
We look forward to receiving your application in German or English. The manuscript must be unpublished and,  

in particular, must not have been used for another award competition.
All applications received in full by 14 July 2023 will take part in the selection process.

Beginning of August 2023  Announcement of the shortlist
All submitted applications will be evaluated according to defined criteria by the beginning of August 2023. 

The best concepts will be defined and scheduled for corporate audits.

August – beginning of September 2023 Company audits
In the next step, the companies with the best submitted concepts will be assessed by experienced supply chain experts from 

Strategy& and PwC. The presented supply chain solutions will be discussed online or on site.

19 September 2023 Announcement of the finalists
The finalists have been selected and will be published. They are invited to present their concepts at the

finalist pitches on 14 November 2023 in Frankfurt.

14 November 2023 Finalist pitches
The jury members as well as the event participants will be present live when the finalists present their 

solutions.  The jury will meet afterwards and identify the winners of the Supply Chain Awards 2023.
All spectators can also vote for their favorites via the voting tool.

14 November 2023 Ceremonial presentation of the awards
The most convincing concepts have been selected. The winners of the Supply Chain Awards will be honored and 

celebrated at the evening awards ceremony.

Detailed information and application forms are available at www.supply-chain-awards.com
If you have any questions about the application process, please send an e-mail to redaktion@logistik-heute.de 

Please send your application in digital form to:

Moritz Stegers
Director  
PwC Strategy&
Tel. +49 160 9680 2718
moritz.stegers@ 
strategyand.de.pwc.com

We look forward to another exciting competition and welcome your participation as an 
applicant for the Supply Chain Awards 2023!

Matthias Pieringer 
Editor-in-Chief LOGISTIK HEUTE 
HUSS-VERLAG GmbH
Tel. +49 89 323 91 215 
redaktion@logistik-heute.de

Karsten Spiekermann
Manager  
PwC Management Consulting
Tel. +49 171 332 96 45
karsten.spiekermann@ 
pwc.com

9 sTEPS TO YOUR SUCCESS!
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https://logistik-heute.de/bestpractices2023


© 2023 PwC. All rights reserved. PwC refers to the PwC network and/or one or  more of its member firms, 
each of which is a separate legal entity.  Please see www.pwc.com/structure for further details.

www.strategyand.pwc.com/de

Strategy& is PwC’s global strategy 
house. We help you transform your 
business by developing actionable 
strategies that deliver results. 
Strategy, made real.

Let’s build excellent 
supply chains
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